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It was 20 years ago today...



62     Voice • December 2007

20 years ago

Our first editorial

You can leaf 
through the entire 
first issue of the 
Voice online at 
www.takoma.com

Now 40,000
through the 
Takoma Voice 
and Silver Spring 
Voice

Now 6907 
Laurel 
Avenue, 
Takoma Park 
MD 20912
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Now and Then has expanded over the past 20 years and 
changed its address to 6927 Laurel Avenue. In 2007, Voice 
readers voted Now & Then the “best place to find exactly 
what you didn’t know you were looking for.”

After a move to College Park in the 1990s, Pyramid Atlantic 
returned to Silver Spring (8230 Georgia Avenue), and 
continues to as a strong resource for artists working with 

Some of our original advertisers

Where are they now?

THEN: Marc Elrich, Takoma Park city councilmember  wrote: .“We 
have nearly all the office space envisoned, while retail and houisng are 
seriously deficient.... We could be staring at Silver Spring in five years 
and still wondering when retail revitalization will occur.. We should target 
projects that are truly retail or residential because they are the only two 
components the Central Business District lacks.” 

SINCE: Lloyd Moore’s 1987 plan for two towers linked by a bridge over 
Colesville was jetissioned when voters blocked a parking structure. 
Moore scaled it down to a mall with Bloomingales as an anchor. The 
result was City Place. Then came the proposed MegaMall with its indoor 
wave pool, which was eventually jettisoned. Eventually, the current Silver 
Spring Downtown development took shape. Discovery’s move into Silver 
Spring brightened the office scene. 

THEN: A Silver Spring merchant wrote: “Office developments will overtax 
the environment – accessible retail, entertainment, restaurants and more 
housing is what is needed so that Silver Spring doesn’t turn into a ghost 
town at night” 

THEN: “The three police forces whose jurisdictions meet at the Takoma 
Metro as doing what they can to protect commuters but Metro patrons 
must share responsibility for their own safety.”

SINCE: Crime waves periodically revive the call to action, including  
two versions of Safe Takoma (most recently this year). But in the last 
10 years more ink has been spent on Metro’s plan for 95 townhouses.  
Despite  years of community opposition, the Board voted last month to 
give final go-ahead (pending Dept. of Transportation approval).

THEN: “Takoma Junction is finally coming into its own…. Amidst the 
clamor and dust of heavy construction what was once a rather scruffy 
business district is becoming a shopping district that is both inviting and 
safe.... The greatest challenge is development of the large vacant lot that 
currently hosts four billboards.”

SINCE: Despite a Façade Improvement Program, citizen committees 
galore  and lipservice to  economic development,  much remains to be 
done. Oh, yes, the Post Office happily set up shop in Old Takoma.

THEN: “It depends upon the legal nature of our particular form of 
government... Mayor has no vote... a role that is neither fish nor fowl... 
both mayor and city administration have general admin supervision....” 
It’s time the City reviewed and cleaned up its Charter…and clarify lines 
of responsibility…at least we would now who to hold accountable.” 

SINCE: A new Charter  in 1991 gave the mayor a vote, trimed away 
one councilmember (to retain odd number of votes), and installed a City 
Manager. Is there any less confusion today about who is accountable?

THEN: “Premiere Arts Company has five year plan to become the 
resident drama company at the Historic Takoma Theater.”

SINCE: An ever-changing cast of characters has tried to revitalize the 
theater and save it from destruction. Currently, the Takoma Theatre 
Conservancy has a grant to prepare a feasibility study to determine 
potential users and audiences.

THEN: Colby-Cherry was a “small Negro Settlement” from the early 
1800s, …following the Civil War it was subdivided into small lots and 
made available to freed slaves.”

SINCE: First in what has become an ongoing effort to chronicle the local 
heritage. Many of the tales of Diana Kohn (Takoma Park) and Jerry 
McCoy (Silver Spring) can be found online at www.takoma.com

THEN: “Like ‘love and marriage’ Washington Adventist Hospital and 
Takoma Park go together.”

SINCE: WAH instituted several expansions until its most recent plans 
met the oppostion of its neighbors. The controversy over WAH’s 
announced move north has cast a shadow on their 100th anniversary.  

Yes, gardening was the original column, although Frances Mustard Ward 
gave way to Pat Howell (still writing), as well as others like Susan Harris 
who give advice on how to keep our yards healthy and happy.

In 1987 Middle East was retail only.  It has since opened a 
restaurant side and offers belly-dancing on Saturday nights.

Plus a few more:
Arise, Deephaven Landscaping, House of Musical 
Traditions, Long & Foster, Takoma Kitchens, and 
York Castle.

We appreciate their continued support and the 
support of new businesses.

In addition, we would be remiss not to mention those 
businesses that are no longer with us:
Jack Allen Carpet, Capital Tees, Kaz, Paul Plant’s 
Plants, The Takoma Cafe, Takoma Traders, Taliano’s,
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